
                                          
 
 

                                    
 

 

 
 
The Rt. Hon. Boris Johnson MP 
Prime Minister 
10 Downing Street  
London  
SW1A 2AA 
 
 
16 August 2019 
 
 
Dear Prime Minister  
 
Northern Powerhouse Rail in the North East 
 
Congratulations on your appointment.  
 
You will know that in the North East we have great plans to prosper and grow, with 
positive and well-skilled people who want to contribute to moving our country forward. 
 
We already have a positive balance of trade thanks to our strong manufacturing sector, 
and we want to build on this by attracting more companies to our fantastic region as 
well as helping existing employers to grow, creating more high-quality jobs and closing 
a long-standing economic gap with other regions.  Part of our strategy to achieve this 
is to improve transport infrastructure, including our links with other major cities in the 
North. 
 
We therefore welcome your recent remarks recognising the need to invest in the 
Northern Powerhouse Rail scheme.  However, the new Leeds to Manchester route 
that you have now pledged to fund, is only one part of a bigger jigsaw. 
 
The North East is linked to the rest of the country by a single rail artery known as the 
East Coast Main Line.  We rely on this line for all of our services to London, Scotland 
and the Midlands as well as to Leeds and Manchester.  When Northern Powerhouse 
Rail and HS2 are built they will use the East Coast Main Line to get high speed trains 
to and from the North East. 
 
There is a problem though.  The East Coast Main Line in the North East does not have 
enough capacity for today’s growth in traffic, let alone for the future.  It also needs to 
be made faster and more resilient, having last seen major investment three decades 
ago.   
 



 

 

For Northern Powerhouse Rail to succeed the East Coast Main Line between 
Newcastle and Northallerton must be upgraded.  This is every bit as important as 
building new stretches of route.  Fortunately, it could be delivered relatively quickly 
because unlike new build it does not need new legislation or the purchase of land. 
Better still it would improve rail journeys for thousands of existing passengers each 
day, and its economic impact would be felt across England and Scotland. 
 
If your government were to commit to developing this essential part of the Northern 
Powerhouse Rail jigsaw in the same way that you have done for the new Leeds to 
Manchester section, detailed planning work could begin immediately, and we believe 
that construction could start as soon as the other elements of Northern Powerhouse 
Rail.   
 
The United Kingdom cannot afford for the North East to be left behind as infrastructure 
investments are planned, and we look forward to your assistance in helping our area 
to grow. 
 
We would be delighted to discuss this proposal with you in person in the North East, 
along with our other plans to move our region forward. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

      
 
Councillor Martin Gannon    Councillor Nick Forbes 
Leader, Gateshead Council    Leader, Newcastle City Council  
 

      
 
Mayor Norma Redfearn     Councillor Peter Jackson 
North Tyneside Council     Leader, Northumberland County 
Council 
 

 
Councillor Iain Malcolm     Councillor Graeme Miller 
Leader, South Tyneside Council   Leader, Sunderland City Council 
      
 

 
Councillor Simon Henig     Andrew Hodgson 
Leader, Durham County Council   Chair of the North East Local  
       Enterprise Partnership 


